
Marriage contract Nr. 203: Schweden - Polen
• Date of contract conclusion: 1562-10-11

• Place of contract conclusion: Vilinus

Groom
• Name: Johann III. von Schweden

• GND: 122841999

• Year of Birth: 1537

• Year of Death: 1592

• Dynasty: Wasa

• Confession: lutherisch

Bride
• Name: Katharina von Polen

• GND: 135566967

• Year of Birth: 1526

• Year of Death: 1583

• Dynasty: Jagiellonen

• Confession: katholisch

Actors for Groom
• Name: Johann III. von Schweden

• GND: 122841999

• Dynasty: Wasa

• Relationship: /

Actors for Bride
• Name: Sigismund I. von Polen

• GND: 118797158

• Dynasty: Jagiellonen

• Relationship: Vater
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Schweden

1562-10-11

Contract content

Preamble: List of parties involved and marriage partners

1 – Dowry settled: 82,000 gold guilders dowry; trousseau worth 114,145 talers settled: Jewels worth 89,525
talers, 8,978 talers in silver, 12,287 talers in pearls, 3,350 talers in jewelry and brooches

2 – donatio propter nuptias in the same amount as the dowry + trousseau guaranteed

3 – life estate settled: Reference to a letter in which the bride is guaranteed an annual income of 3,000
talers; Generation of the 3,000 talers plus an additional 10,000 talers life estate by the bride: from
Kastelholm Castle and County or the Åland Islands with the associated districts, the town of Rauma
and the towns of Lapua and Laitila; Rights of use mentioned

4 – Groom dies before bride with or without heirs: Bride retains ownership of the above-mentioned
properties; if she remarries or resides outside the country as a widow, the bride retains all rights to her
dower; redemption of the widow’s dower upon the death of the bride regulated

5 – Bride dies before groom without children; reversion of dowry and trousseau

6 – Bride dies before groom with children: dowry and trousseau remain with groom by inheritance

7 – Protection of dower guaranteed by groom; restoration of widow’s dower guaranteed in case of des-
truction; homage of subjects on widow’s dower regulated

8 – Consent of King of Sweden and brother of groom to be obtained within one year

9 – Promise to abide by the above; place; date

Regulations on inheritance law

5 – Bride dies before groom without children; reversion of dowry and trousseau

6 – Bride dies before groom with children: dowry and trousseau remain with groom by inheritance

References

• Print reference: Fryxell, Anders, Handlingar rörande Sverges historia. Ur utrikes arkiver samlade
och utgifna af Anders Fryxell, vol. 3, 1839, p. 65-71

• Contract language print: Swedish, Latin
• Digitized print: https://runeberg.org/afhandlsve/3/0069.html
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